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come and go, but every one of them has
known Marvin. Marvin’s first firefighting experi-
ence was as a high school student. As his
school bus passed by a grass fire, members
of the Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources asked the bus riders to help put the
blaze out.

As the close-knit community expanded, the
fire department was established and its re-
sponsibilities grew. They started with grass
fires and are now trained to handle natural
disasters and domestic terrorism. In a way fa-
miliar to many Ham Lake residents, Marvin ex-
plains, “The fire department is advancing fur-
ther and further and further than just putting
the wet stuff on the red stuff.”

Madam Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Marvin Buchholz for demonstrating honor and
loyalty to the Ham Lake Fire Department for
40 years. As a District Chief, Marvin has seen
more calls to service than any other depart-
ment firefighter and deserves our sincerest ap-
preciation.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor an
American hero and distinguished recipient of
the Presidential Unit Citation. Mr. Edward J.
Tinney of Spring Hill, Florida was a proud
member of the Alpha Troop, First Squadron,
11th Armored Calvary Regiment in South Viet-
nam. The unit was awarded the rare and pres-
tigious citation in recognition of their deter-
mination under extremely dangerous and haz-
ardous conditions.

In 1970 in the Republic of South Vietnam,
Mr. Tinney’s unit distinguished itself through a
series of daunting combat missions over many
months. After a five-year review, the Depart-
ment of Defense recommended this small unit
for the Citation, a very rare honor. The profes-
sional skill and personal devotion displayed by
Mr. Tinney and his unit reflect their immense
commitment and sacrifice.

Since its inception in 1941, the Citation has
been awarded fewer than 100 times to include
the Second World War, the Korean War, the
Cold War, the war in Vietnam, Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Afghanistan and only five units
as small as Mr. Tinney’s have received the Ci-
tation. To be singled out in this manner is a
distinct honor.

Madam Speaker, soldiers like Mr. Tinney
should be recognized for their service to our
nation and for their commitment and sacrifices
in battle. | am honored to congratulate Mr.
Tinney and his unit on their long overdue
Presidential Unit Citation. His family, friends
and loved ones should know that we truly con-
sider him one of America’s heroes.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
to honor the thirtieth anniversary of the Assyr-
ian Democratic Movement in Iraq.

The Assyrian Democratic Movement (ADM)
is an ethnic Assyrian political party that was
established on April 12, 1979. The party was
formed in response to the oppressive brutality
of the Al-Baath regime and its attempt to forc-
ibly remove ethnic Assyrians from their native
lands. Under the leadership of Yonadam
Kanna the struggle came to a head in 1982
when the group began an armed battle
against the Iraqi regime.

After two decades of building the ADM,
former President George W. Bush officially
designated the group as a recognized lIraqi
opposition movement. In December 2002 this
designation allowed for President Bush to in-
voke articles four and five of the Iraqi Libera-
tion Act of 1998 as a means of allowing the
United States government to provide financial
resources to the ADM. Yonadam Kanna has
served as an integral member of the move-
ment and he has participated in meetings and
conferences with world leaders to pursue the
ideology of the ADM. Mr. Kanna served on the
temporary Iraqi Governing Council that was
established after the fall of Saddam Hussein
and is currently serving as president of the
party.

Today, the party stands for the same polit-
ical goals that it stood for thirty years ago; to
defend their people and to create a free
democratic Irag. The movement calls for the
recognition of the rights of all Assyrians and to
unify the various individual identities, including
Chaldean, Syriac and Assyrian.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
the Assyrian Democratic Movement on thirty
years of commitment to creating a free and
democratic Iraq. | invite my colleagues to join
me in wishing the Assyrian Democratic Move-
ment many years of continued success.

—
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the achievements
of several students in Northern Virginia. These
students have participated and excelled in pro-
grams administered by their local Parent
Teacher Associations and Parent Teacher
Student Associations.

Parent Teacher Associations (PTA) and
Parent Teacher Student Associations (PTSA)
serve a critical role in helping to provide the
best possible educational environment for our
students. The Northern Virginia District PTA
consists of a region with more than 220
schools. Schools located throughout Northern
Virginia are consistently recognized as being
among the very best schools in our country. |
strongly believe one factor in the excellent
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education received by our students is the high
level of involvement and encouragement pro-
vided by parents through the PTA and PTSAs.
At its annual meeting and dinner, the Northern
Virginia District PTA recognized the following
students for their outstanding achievements:

In the category of District PTA Citizenship
Essay Awards—High School Division the win-
ners are Paul Capp, a senior at McLean High
School, and Lisa Pang, a senior at Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Tech-
nology.

In the category of District PTA Citizenship
Essay Awards—Middle School Division the
winners are Cali Willcockson, a seventh grad-
er at Liberty Middle School, and Ji Soo Song,
an eighth grader at Rocky Run Middle School.

A separate special congratulations goes to
Paul Capp of McLean High School for placing
3rd in the Virginia State PTA Citizenship
Essay Contest—High School Division and to Ji
Soo Song who won 1st place in the Virginia
State PTA Citizenship Essay Contest—Middle
School Division.

The following students were recognized in
the category of Virginia PTA Outstanding In-
terpretation Awards, which recognize artistic
achievement: Literature: Senior Division—Al-
exander Kopenhaver, (9th grade), Wash-
ington-Lee High School. Music Composition:
Primary Division—Pierre Quan, (2nd grade),
Forestville Elementary School; Intermediate
Division—Kyle Gatesman, (3rd grade), Canter-
bury Woods Elementary School. In Photog-
raphy: Middle/Junior Division—Courtney E.
Brown, (6th grade), Bull Run Elementary
School. In Visual Art: Primary Division—Kaitlin
Phan, (2nd grade), Colin Powell Elementary
School; Intermediate  Division—Jamie H.
Chang, (5th grade), Union Mill Elementary
School; Senior Division—William W. Park,
(11th grade), Langley High School.

The Frieda M. Koontz Scholarship Award
has been awarded to Monica Choudhury, a
senior at James Madison High School in Vi-
enna. This scholarship awarded by the Vir-
ginia PTA will provide $1,200 to Ms.
Choudhury as she begins her studies at the
University of Virginia.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today to recognize the outstanding
achievements of these students. | also ask
that we recognize the Northern Virginia District
PTA, in partnership with the Virginia PTA, as
they work diligently to develop the diversity of
talents and skills of students attending schools
throughout Northern Virginia. It gives me great
pleasure to acknowledge the achievements of
these students and the Parent Teacher Asso-
ciations that support them.

——
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, “The Family
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control
Act,” which is before us today, contains a so-
called “special rule for cigarettes” in Section
907 of the bill that would ban flavored ciga-
rettes—with the exception of menthol flavored
cigarettes.
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